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LEADERSHIP NEWS

Dear Parents and Families of St Augustine's

BLOCK GRANT AUTHORITY

Tomorrow, Wednesday April 2, we will host visitors from the Block Grant
Authority. Part of the visit will include a meeting, at which the school's
submission for financial support in building a Covered Area will be
considered. This is our third attempt at seeking the BGA's support for a
much needed building for our school.

STAFFING CHANGES

Mrs Lynne Rohanna has been appointed acting principal for Term Two.
Mrs Rohanna and Mrs Jane Marrison will work closely together sharing
many of the school's administrative and leadership tasks. Supporting our
leadership team, particularly in the areas of curriculum design, will be
Mrs Jo Ormerod, who has been appointed Acting APA. Mrs Jodie Williams
has accepted the position of classroom teacher and will replace Mrs
Ormerod in MJO.

During the course of Term Two, several teachers will be accessing Long
Service Leave. Details relating to their respective leave periods and
replacement teachers will be announced during the coming term.

A MUSICAL PERFORMANCE

Our senior students will be presenting a musical / drama performance
this year as part of their Arts Program. While we are under strict instruction
not to give away the story and content of this exciting concept we can
give you the performance dates and location.

The musical will be performed at the Doyle Centre, Marymount College.

SCP and SSD will perform on Thursday evening 22 May

SDP, SAD and SAK will perform on Friday evening 23 May

All families from St A's are invited to attend the performance of their
child's class.

The classes will also perform a matinee on the same day to which the St
A's children will attend. We will bus the children to Marymount.

Details regarding costumes, tickets and cost will be sent home with the
senior children in the near future, but the important thing at the moment
is to get the appropriate dates, listed above, into the family diary.

It certainly sounds very exciting and the children are extremely enthusiastic
at rehearsals. They will really enjoy the buzz of performing to an eager,
positive audience.

THRASS TRAINING FOR PARENTS

A few parents have expressed an eagerness to learn about the THRASS
spelling program as a way of assisting their children with homework and
spelling skills. THRASS is used by teachers at St A's as a supporting tool
for our spelling program. Mrs Tania Teitzel, Speech Pathologist and one of
our prep mothers, is trained in the use of THRASS and has kindly offered
to share some ways that parents can support their children when using
this program. Tania will run a parent session on Wednesday May 7th from
9am till 10am, with a question time following. Anyone wishing to attend
the presentation is asked to complete the form below and return to the
front office by Wed April 30. Feel free to BYO children's spelling list for
extra advice from Tania.

CLASS REPS

In today's newsletter you should find a note regarding Class Reps and the
sharing of phone numbers. Please return the cut off slip asap. Then, when
you see your class rep be sure to say hello, let her know who you are and
if possible, let her know the ways that you can support her and your
child's class / school.

DISCO THANKS

Our thanks to everyone who had a part in the making last Friday night’s
Disco such a wonderful event. The children had a ball….. and that is
exactly what the whole event is about.

THANK YOU to the supportive group of parents who helped set up, check
children in and out of the gate, who helped with supervision of toilets,
supervision of gates, supervision of the dance floor, who barbecued and
served the snacks, and even stood in the rain half way down the road to
find out what car children belonged to….saving parents getting out in the
rain. On behalf of all parents whose children attended the disco we say
thankyou to these kind parents for keeping our kids safe and happy at
this social occasion. The committee did a wonderful job as always
preplanning, rostering, notifying and organising the event, so thanks to
Craig Mallory, Steve Eley, Fiona Burge and Melissa Hoy. Special thanks
too to staff members Melissa Biggins, Leanne Cutting, Wendy Buckley
and Karen Dick who, after a full day in the classroom remained on deck
till after 9.30pm guiding and supporting the children. We know it means a
lot to the children to see the safe and familiar faces of teachers at such
occasions. Undoubtedly, parents too would feel thankful to these generous
ladies going well beyond the call of duty. Finally, thanks to the kids who
all accepted and followed the code of conduct and simply had a wonderful
time together. Congratulations kids!
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P&F NEWS
BRILLIANT HOLIDAY FUN

The following website has been recommended as one which may
interest parents and children over the holiday break. There are loads
of activities on around our local area which are either cost minimal or
free. Take a peek and enjoy the fun.

http://www.goldcoastcity.com.au/attachment/promotions/
activehealthy_school_april08.pdf

AN EVEN START - NATIONAL TUITION PROGRAM

The Australian Government has introduced An Even Start - National
Tuition Program to help students who are experiencing difficulties
with reading, writing or numeracy. The program will provide parents/
caregivers of eligible students with $700 of tuition in one targeted
area for their child.

Eligible students are those who did not meet the 2007 national reading,
writing or numeracy benchmarks in the Year 3, 5 or 7 tests. In 2008,
tuition will occur for eligible students who are currently in Years 4, 6
and 8.

Schools will be involved in the program in several ways:

" communicating with school communities and parents/caregivers
about the program; and

" assisting parent choice of tuition delivery.

To access An Even Start program, all eligible students must be
registered on the National Tuition Management System. Parents/
caregivers will need to give consent for their child to participate in
the program. If your child is eligible for this funding and attended St
Augustine's School for testing in 2007 then you should have received
a notification and will need to act on this ASAP. If your child is eligible
for this funding and attended another school for testing in 2007 then
you will need to contact the previous school for the relevant paperwork.
If you have any concerns please ring either  Sue Murray, Jane Marrison
or Lynne Rohanna.

Greg Benfield, Lynne Rohanna & Jane Marrison (Leadership Team)

"MORE THAN WORDS" COMPETITION

Gold Coast City Council Library Service together with Pacific Fair
Shopping Centre, are pleased to announce a fantastic competition for
junior readers aged 6 - 12 years which commenced on Monday 31
March and runs until 9 May 2008.

By simply reading (or having read to them) six books over six weeks,
junior readers have the chance to win a ticket to the "More than
Words" breakfast on Saturday 17 May, which is a highlight of Library
and Information Week celebrations this year.

The "More than Words”  breakfast will be hosted by Pacific Fair
Shopping Centre and will feature author Matt Dray, author/illustrator
Stephen Axelson and illustrator Kim Toft.

Entry forms are available at branch libraries across the city. Further
information and entry forms can be downloaded at goldcoastcity.com.au/
library.

Lonnie Rutland (Librarian)

SCHOOL DISCO

By all accounts and even from some of the toughest critics, our children,
the disco held last Friday night was a pleasing success.

I have a new found respect for teachers as I received a taste of what
it is like to try and co-ordinate, in an orderly fashion, some 300
children. Then, add that they are all dressed and hyped- up to the mix
and you have… well let's say an exciting situation unfolding.

It was a great night and you could see the enjoyment on the kids
faces as they danced, chased and partied with friends. Let's not forget
the fashions that were on display, some children went to great lengths
and all looked fantastic. A big thanks to Quinton from Q-Trax who did
a wonderful job as our DJ. The kids were kept busy dancing, jumping,
screaming & doing the limbo.

I would like to extend a very big thank you to the P&F committee:
Fiona, Melissa, Fiona and Steve, who worked tirelessly, as always, to
ensure that these events run as smoothly as they do.  Thank you to
Mrs Curran for organising the poppers, & Rainbow Meats for once
again supplying the sausages.

We as the P&F are always mindful and very appreciative of the support
we receive from Greg, Lynne and Jane and the many teachers, who
not only work with us in allowing these events to be achieved but
actively participate in the event. Long days at school, end of the
week and they are still there to be involved and to help ensure the
smoothness of the occasion. I observed some new and different
techniques in the crowd control of noisy and excited children. I will
take these home with me. I may need the loud speaker though.  Thanks
so much everyone.

Last, but by no means least, are the volunteer Mums and Dads, and
there were many of you who offered support, so much so that we
found ourselves in the fantastic position of having to turn some of
your offers of help away. Thank you for your intent, and thank you to
the parents who did come along and help. Without your commitment
and willingness to do what was asked, the night could not have
progressed as smoothly as it did.  My observations of the night showed
that some parents were doing as much dancing as the kids. Great to
see!

The night was our first fundraiser for 2008 & we raised over $1000.
Well done to all.

P & F CONTRIBUTION FUND

We are still in the process of discussions with regard to the P&F
Contribution Fund & are moving forward with plans. We will pass on
further information shortly.

On behalf of all of the P&F, I wish all families a very happy & safe
holiday and look forward to being part of next term’s activities with
you all.

Craig Mallory (P & F President)
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GENERAL NEWS

SINCERE CONDOLENCES

Please keep the Giess family in your thoughts and prayers on the
passing of Marie Johnston yesterday. Much loved mother to Tricia,
mother-in-law to Bruce and cherished grandma to Jaiya (OC) and
Talitah (MLH).

Eternal rest, grant unto her O Lord

May perpetual light shine upon her.

May she rest in peace, Amen.

CANTEEN PRICE INCREASE

The new prices for 'Red Rocks' chips is now $1.20, Burger Man $1.20
and JJ's $1.00. Please amend your canteen price list.

DENTAL VAN FINAL DAYS

This the final week that the School Dental Van will be at St Augustine's.
For last minute queries, you may contact them on 04089 87708.

SCHOOL BANKING

A reminder to students’  that School banking takes place each
Wednesday morning. Students are required to hand in their bank
book in the Commonwealth Bank bag on the front desk of the office.
Books must be handed in no later than 8:45 am.

A representative from the Commonwealth Bank will be speaking to
the Year One classes this Friday about student banking. These students
will receive a kit to open up a Dollarmite account.

For students in other grades wishing to open up a Dollarmite Account
are asked to collect a kit from the front office.

YEAR 7 CANBERRA FUNDRAISER - CAR BOOT SALE

Year 7 are in full Canberra fundraising mode and are attending some
car boot sales  before the trip takes place.  We are asking the school
community to help us get  together some items suitable to sell at the
car boot sales.  Why not have a big clean  up and get rid of all those
unwanted items - we are happy to take them off your hands. If you
can help us, please contact either Liz Giess on 0412 407 464 or Jenny
Lems-Johnson on 0404 883 205 ASAP to arrange for pickup.

SACRAMENTAL NOTICE FROM THE PARISH

CONFIRMATION/EUCHARIST DATES

Both of these sacraments are celebrated at St Augustine's School in
Year 4.  If you have come from another school or state and need to
catch up on one or both of these sacraments, the first meeting is
being held on Thursday evening, 17 April in St Monica's Centre, Tugun
at 7pm. This is a compulsory meeting for all parents who wish for
their child/children to receive Confirmation/Eucharist this year. Please
mark it on your calendars. Any concerns please call Bob at the Parish
on 55982165. New students will need a copy of Baptismal Certificates.

WINTER SPORT

The first three rounds of the winter sport competition are now
completed, with all teams enjoying either success or varying challenges.
Round 4 will resume on Monday 28 April, week three of term two.

CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL

Our school carnival will be held on Wednesday 16 April, which is in
week one of term two. All students from Prep-Gr 7 will be competing
and representing their house colours.  Prep students will either run or
walk with their buddies over 400m, 6,7 & 8 year olds will run 1km, 9
& 10 years will run 2km, and the 11-13 years will run 3km over the
school track.

All students from Year 1 - 7 are welcome to come down to the oval at
8.00am Wednesday and Thursday morning this week for Cross Country
training.  Joggers are required for these training sessions (if wearing
full uniform, black shoes to be worn after session).  We look forward
to some fun and games as well!

SCHOOL SPORT REPRESENTATIVES

Bailey Lawson (6/7 SCP)  last week competed at the QLD State
Swimming Championships in Brisbane achieving brilliant success!  Bailey
finished 4th in the 11yr boys 50m freestyle gaining automatic selection
to represent QLD at the Nationals in Canberra this year.  He was also
a member of two relay teams gaining medals as well.  What an
outstanding achievement from a very determined swimming student!
Well done Bailey!   Congratulations to Johnathon Conquest (6/7 SCP)
who has gained selection to attend the Regional U/12 AFL Carnival
this year. A fantastic achievement Johnathon, his second consecutive
year!    A fantastic effort by these two students!

SURFING LESSONS

This week, students in Years 6 and 7
will be completing their Level One
or Level Two  'Learn to Surf'
certificate at Currumbin Alley.  The
team at ‘Surfing Services Australia’
who are fully qualified instructors
will be teaching our students over
the four days, from today until
this Friday.  There will no doubt
be many interesting stories to
listen to each evening from these students!

SPORTS QUIZ

Last week's answer:  Mark Occihlupo

Shaun Dolan (Sports Co-ordinator)

SPORTSCENE

FOR SALE

Hills Swing Set. 3 in 1. Monkey bar, double swing, single swing. Shade
cloth roof. GC. $60 5534 9787.

COMMUNITY NEWS



COMING EVENTS

Term 1 Week 10    -    Student of the Week     -  1 April, 2008

Every student is important at St Augustine’s.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to one child from each
class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their award from the Principal at a full school assembly.  Parents are
always welcome at these assemblies which occur each Friday afternoon at 2:15 pm.

Congratulations go to the following students who have excelled at school last week.  We are very proud of you.

YEAR PRE AWARDS OBW Jayden Flecknoe OC Chaise Richardson OT Benji Power

YEAR 1  AWARDS 1C Joel Bosworth 1F Claire Moffatt

YEAR 2 AWARDS 2AS Zara Canfield 2B Faith O’Shea 2B (last week): Bradley Cinelli

YEAR 2/3 AWARDS 2/3MT Jaiah Parry

YEAR 3 AWARDS 3B Nathaniel Willis 3MC Damien Brewer

YEAR 4/5 AWARDS MAS Milan Burnett MJO Bayley Gill MLH Sam Irvine

MMO Jake Briscoe MSF Jaime Sallows

YEAR 6/7 AWARDS SAD Maire Pullen

SSD Carly Burge/Rhys Fing SDP Chauntae De Tert SCP Chloe Schembri
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ST AUGUSTINE’S STRIVES TO
BE A  PEANUT FREE ZONE!

Tues 1 April S Bosworth (8.30-11.30), L Ross (8.30-11.30), J Workman (11.30-2.30), K Wallace (11.30-2.30) F Janes

Wed 2 April J Williams, G Dietrich, J Taylor K Dick

Thurs 3 April C Lanham, D Power, C Johnston C Peacock

Fri 4 April M Irvine, S Stanley-Miller K Schembri

Tues 15 April V Barry, D Glover, J Pitman, P Piccinini L Wharton

 'Red Rocks' chips is now $1.20, Burger Man $1.20
and JJ's $1.00. Please amend your canteen price list.

Canteen Roster:    Home Baking:

 PRICE INCREASE!

Fri 4/04 Last day of Term 1

Mon 7/04 Dental Van leaves the school

Mon 14/04 Pupil Free Day

Tues 15/04 Term 2 commences, 8.40 a.m.

Wed 16/04 School Cross Country Carnival

22/04 Internet Safety & Cyber-bullying, 7.00 p.m.

1-4/04 Surfling lessons, Years 6 & 7, Alley

Thurs 23/04 ICAS Science Competition entries due

Tues 6/05 ICAS Spelling Competition entries due

Tues 6/05 ICAS Writing Competition entries due

Wed 7/05 Thrass Training

13-17/05 Years 3,5 & 7 Testing

Thurs 22/05 St A's Musical -SCP and SSD, Doyle Centre,
Marymount College, Burleigh Heads

Fri 23/05 St A's Musical-SDP, SAD. Doyle Centre,
Marymount College, Burleigh Heads

Thurs 29/05 ICAS - Science Competition, $6

4-6 June Year 5 Camp - Midjingbul

Thurs 12/06 ICAS - Spelling Competition, $8

Thurs 12/06 ICAS - Writing Competition, $12

Thurs 19/06 Field events

Fri 20/06 ICAS Mathematics entries due, $6

Fri 20/06 Track events

25/06-27/06 Year 6 Camp Goodenough

Fri 27/06 ICAS English Competition entries due, $6

Fri 27/06 Last day of Term 2

10-14/07 Brizstay (World Youth Day)

Mon 14/07 Pupil Free Day

Tues 15/07 Term 3 commences

Tues 29/07 ICAS Mathematics Competition,

Wed 6/08 ICAS Computer Skills entries due $6

Tues 12/08 ICAS English Competition

16-22/08 Book Week "Fuel Your Mind"

Wed 27/08 ICAS Computer Skills

Fri 19/09 Last day of Term 3

Mon 6/10 Term 4 commences

Week 1-5 Swimming lessons (dates to be confirmed)

Mon 20/10 Pupil Free Day

Fri 5/12 Last day of Term 4



NEWS FROM TONY (GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR)

THRASS TRAINING SESSION (WEDNESDAY 7 MAY)

I, ______________________________________________________________ (name) wish to
attend the THRASS session with Tania Teitzel on Wednesday, May 7th.

Child/’s Names: _______________________________________________________

Class/es:__________     __________   ______

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING

One of the teachers passed this on to me and I thought it was worth sharing with parents …

There once was a woman who woke up one morning,

looked in the mirror,

and noticed she had only three hairs on her head.

"Well," she said, "I think I'll braid my hair today."

So she did and she had a wonderful day.

The next day she woke up,

looked in the mirror

and saw that she had only two hairs on her head.

"H-M-M," she said,

"I think I'll part my hair down the middle today."

So she did and she had a grand day.

The next day she woke up,

looked in the mirror and noticed

that she had only one hair on her head.

"Well," she said, "today I'm going

to wear my hair in a pony tail."

So she did, and she had a fun, fun day.

The next day she woke up,

looked in the mirror and noticed

that there wasn't a single hair on her head.

"YAY!" she exclaimed.

"I don't have to do my hair today!"

Attitude is everything.

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass...
It’s about learning to dance in the rain.

 

Have a great week,

Tony (aposhea@bne.catholic.edu.au)

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



 
 
 
 
 

International Competitions and Assessments for Scho ols
 
 
Please complete a separate entry form for each child and
due date(s).  
 

 
Entry  into any of the Internati
Augustine’s students from Year 3 to Year 7. Entry must be made through the school. On receipt 
of this completed form wit
submit the school entry form
competition, you may submit 
you can submit further forms
 
Unfortunately, if your child is absent on the sitting date (school camp; sports event; illness) it is 
not possible to reschedule the test or refund monies
 
 
 

STUDENT NAME: ………………………………………       CLASS: ………………
 

 
SUBJECT SITTING DATE

Science Thurs
Spelling Thurs
Writing Thurs
Mathematics Tues 29
English Tues 12
Computer Skills Wed 27th Aug
  

 
……………………………………………       ……………………………………………..         ……………………………
 



ICAS COMPETITIONS
International Competitions and Assessments for Schools

ICAS stands for the International Competitions and Assessments for Schools, developed by Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) of the
University of New South Wales (UNSW). Almost 70% of all Australian schools participated in ICAS in 2007.

The competitions are conducted during school hours and require no special preparation over and above the class work students cover with
their teachers each day. The content of the papers is developed with reference to the state and territory syllabus documents used by
schools across Australia. However ICAS doesn't test content knowledge, rather each question tests students' understanding and application
of the skills they learn.

Each ICAS paper is designed to be accessible to students of all ability levels and the papers are carefully structured to begin with easier
questions and move through to more complex questions at the end. The papers are printed in full colour and use images, tables, graphs
and pictures that are designed to stimulate and engage student attention and interest.

ICAS reports provide each student and their parents with:

" a certificate acknowledging the student's achievement in the assessment, and

" a detailed diagnostic report that outlines areas of strength and weakness, makes comparisons to other students in the same year
group from their state and shows how they have improved their performance from previous years.

Participating in ICAS provides invaluable practice for students in sitting for compulsory external assessments. When students participate in
ICAS, their parents gain another reliable indication of their child's ability and the results provide an opportunity to work even more closely
with their child's school to assist them to reach their full potential.

How to participate in ICAS?

Entry into any of the International Competitions and Assessments for Schools is open to all students from Year 3 to Year 7. Entry must be
made through your school. Unfortunately EAA is not able to accept entries directly from students or families, as all administration is
conducted through schools.

If you would like your child to participate in one or more of the ICAS competitions please collect an entry form from the office or from the
Learning Support Staff in EC. On receipt of a completed entry form with relevant payment(s) by the due date(s), Learning Support Staff will
submit the school entry for each competition (subject).

If you are entering more than one competition, you may submit all your entries on the one form (with payment for all entries), or you can
submit further forms as it gets closer to the closing date for each subject. Science entries must be received by Thursday 23 April.

Unfortunately, if your child is absent on the sitting date (school camp; sports event; illness) it is not possible to reschedule the competition
date or refund monies.

Subject Sitting Date: Cost: Closing Date, Payment and

Entry Form to be submitted by:

Science Thurs 29th May $6 Thur 23rd April (Week 2, term 2)

Spelling Thurs 12th June $8 Tues 6th May (week 4, term 2)

Writing Thurs 12th June $11 Tues 6th May (week 4, term 2)

Mathematics Tues 29th July $6 Fri 20th June (end term 2)

English Tues  12th Aug $6 Fri 27th June (end term 2)

Computer Skills Wed 27th Aug $6 Wed 6th Aug (term 3)

For further information on ICAS please visit:     http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/

Sue Murray (Support Teacher, Inclusive Education)   - St A's ICAS Coordinator

ENRICHMENT CENTRE NEWS


