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LEADERSHIP NEWS

Dear Parents and Families of St Augustine's,

AWARENESS ALERT: DANGERS ON THE INTERNET

The internet is a valuable resource for all sections of today's society.
Young children, the "digital natives" of our times are keen to embrace
and explore all avenues into cyber space, enriching their lives with instant
communication and information. The internet has its problems and last
year our school was visited by a police officer from Operation Argos to
inform and warn of the dangers of online destinations.

A growing problem for families and schools is the aspect of "cyber-
bullying", where the internet, chatrooms, myspace, facebook, mobile
phones etc are the vehicles for targeting and bulling victims. Our school
has a range of policies and procedures in place designed to manage the
use of communication technology and we encourage parental awareness
and action on this issue. Our school runs software "blocking" inappropriate
programs, excluding the use of myspace and facebook, monitors computer
histories, ensures computers are in open and visible locations and limits
the use of mobile phones.

In the past week some comment has been received from families about
students "being mean" to others on the internet. This is most unfortunate,
should not be tolerated and can be avoided.

Children need parents and carers to teach them how to make smart
choices about who and what they find online. Here are some tips (reference:
http://www.cybersmartkids.com.au/)  to help you guide your kids' experience
online:

" Spend time online with your kids. Check out good sites together.
The internet can be a fun family activity!

" Help your kids use the internet as an effective research tool -
learn about handy homework tips for kids and also good searching
ideas.

" Learn about the world out there. Kids are communicating in a
diverse range of ways, from chat to IM, and from message boards
to blogs. Learn how these work and what tools they offer to
protect your child's privacy.

" Be aware of online stranger danger, particularly in chat rooms.
Set house rules about what information your children can give out
and where they can go online.

" Put the internet computer in a public area of the home, such as
the living room, rather than a child's bedroom.

" Talk to your kids about their internet experiences, the good and
the bad. Let them know it's OK to tell you if they come across
something that worries them. (It doesn't mean that they're going
to get into trouble)

" Teach your kids that there are ways they can deal with disturbing
material - they should not respond if someone says something
inappropriate, and they should immediately exit any site if they
feel uncomfortable or worried by it.

" Teach children that information on the internet is not always reliable.

" Encourage children to treat others in the same way they should in
real life by giving them an understanding of Netiquette.

" Know the best ways of avoiding spam.

" Consider using filters, labels and safe zones.

There is one more, we would like to add… question the need for young
children to have access and use such sites as Facebook, MSN Messenger,
Myspace etc. If you, as parents, don't see the need - delete them from
home computers. Don't feel threatened by any lack of ICT knowledge you
may have - you are the parent, you make the decisions.

REMEMBER: Children need parents and family members to help them
become cybersmart

Our P&F is planning another information night managing the internet later
in the year.

EXTENDED MACKAY APPEAL

Thank you to all the families who assisted us with school necessities for
the school in need in Mackay. Four boxes were packed up by our Mini
Vinnies on Friday and were sent up to the school. Keep your eye out for
their reply! The Douglas family kindly organised free transportation and
have offered to take up late goods. If you have still not had the chance to
send things in, please do so by Friday and we will again send them to
Emmanual Catholic Primary School in North Mackay.
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GENERAL NEWS

MINI  VINNIES

Fifteen new members will join the Mini Vinnies group this week.  There
are seven students from our 2007 group who have continued to be
part of this important group at our school. Members from the local
Tugun-Coolangatta Conference will welcome these volunteers. Their
first major work will be fund raising for Project Compassion starting
with our coin trail and they will also help with the last donations for
the Mackay Appeal. One behalf of this group of willing volunteers, we
invite you to join us for the 2:30pm Assembly on Friday.

SMALL  CHANGE FUNDERAISER

Start collecting those coins! Our small change day for Project
Compassion will be held on Friday 14 March and we will measure how
much we can collect for those in need overseas. A HUGE change trail
will be placed in the lunch area uncovering a 'secret' message. Save
your 'spare change' so that we can use this 'small' change to make a
big' change in the lives of others. All Lenten fundraising goes to
Project Compassion. This is a Catholic Lenten tradition that I know
your grandparents would also have been involved in. All money is
sent to Caritas Australia. If you would like to know more about this
organisation, the web address is http://www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion

FORGIVENESS CEREMONIES

Children from Prep, Years 1, 2, 4 and 6 are all involved in a time of
reflection over the next few weeks in preparation for Easter. Children
will have quiet time in the chapel to think about how they can be
more like Jesus. Year 7 will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation
with Fr Kevin. Communal forgiveness ceremonies in the Parish will be
held on Wednesday 12 March at 7pm  (St Monica's, Tugun) and Thursday
13 March at 10:30am (St Augustine's, Coolangatta). First Rite of
Reconciliation is celebrated every Saturday morning at 11am and
after the 5pm Mass every Tuesday.

INVITATION TO ALL

An invitation is extended to all families to join the 6/7 classes at the
family Mass at St Monica's Church this Saturday at 6pm.  These
students will be assisting with the reflection after Communion.
Remember that there are always free hot dogs to enjoy after this
Mass, thank you Norma.

Greg Benfield, Jane Marrison & Lynne Rohanna (Leadership Team)

SINCERE CONDOLENCES

Please keep the Botica family in your thoughts and prayers on the
sudden passing of Tony Botica in NZL on the weekend from leukemia.
Tony, aged 45 was much loved brother to Paul, uncle to Regan (MSF),
Kurt and Mitchell.

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord

May perpetual light shine upon him

May he rest in peace, Amen.

SCHOOL FEES

School fees were due last Friday 29 February. Thank you to all the
families who have come in and set up their annual direct debit plan
for the year ahead.  A large number of families have chosen to pay
their fees by this way. If there are no "hiccups" throughout the year,
these families will be rewarded in December with a 5% discount off
their total fee component.

SPEECH & DRAMA

The weeks are really travelling with Easter only two weeks away!  All
classes are progressing well after some timetabling problems, especially
with the older classes.  However, as next term is much longer (11
weeks), we can take a deep breath and address any missed lessons at
that time.  Classes scheduled for Good Friday will be conducted on
the Monday of that week and will then continue as normal until the
end of the term. Term two classes will begin week one.  A reminder
that all fees are now overdue and payable.  If you have overlooked
this matter, it would be appreciated if they could be finalised by the
end of this week.  As usual - if you have any issues you wish to
discuss - please feel free to phone!    Regards, Anita Eldridge 0412
178737.

SWD TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE FORMS

Forms for SWD students were posted to relevant families last week.
If you wish to apply for this Government rebate, please return forms
to the front office by Friday 14 March.  Further queries can be directed
to Clare Zuber in the front office or phone QCEC on 33369286.

BOOK CLUB

Hi everyone, this is the 2nd Issue of Book Club delivered to your
child’s classroom.  To place an order, simply fill out the order form
with child’s name and class. Include payment in the envelope and
place into the red bucket in the Library.

All orders are due this Friday morning, 7 March.  No late orders will
be accepted. Thanking you.  Chris Beitey (Bookclub Organiser)

WANTED

1 x cot in good condition. Phone Norma on 0412 939476.

2008 TERM DATES

Term 1: 30/01 - 04/04 Easter Holidays:  21/03 - 24/03

Term 2: 15/04 - 27/06

Term 3: 15/07 -19/09

Term 4: 6/10 - 5/12

OSHC BOOKINGS

If you wish your child to attend Out of School Hours Care (OSHC)
please leave a message on their answering phone on 55078108. The
OSHC staff come on duty at 2:15 pm each afternoon. Students who
have been booked in during the day (via the answering machine), will
be notified via phone through to the class rooms. Reminder messages
can also be left on the OSHC answering phone.   Please refrain from
phoning the school office.



SPORTSCENE

CATHOLIC  SWIMMING  CARNIVAL

The Catholic Swimming Carnival will be held this Friday, 7 March at
Pizzey Park Pool, Miami.  The team bus will be departing St A's at
7.50am sharp and returning by 3.00pm.  All students are to wear their
sports uniform, bring sunscreen, lunch, hat, swimmers, goggles and
towel.  We wish each student attending all the very best and hope
they have lots of fun.

CROSS COUNTRY TRAINING

All students from Years 1 - 7 are welcome to come down to the oval
at 8:00am Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings for Cross-
Country training. Joggers are required for these training sessions.

WINTER SPORT

Students in Years 5-7 will be involved in Round 1 of the 2008
competition commencing next Monday 10 March.  At this stage, the
school has not received draws for Rugby League, Netball and Soccer,
however, once we are notified, a special note will come home outlining
opponents, venues and times.

Below is a list of clothing requirements for each student in their
respective sports (all jerseys will be handed out this Thursday and St
A's gear is available from the Uniform Shop, open Mon, Tues and
Friday between 8:30 am - 9:30 am).

Rugby league - moulded boots, mouthguard, St A's football shorts (Sz
26,28,30 - $13) and (Sz 32,34,36 - $17) and socks ($7.50).

Soccer - moulded boots, shin pads and St A's football socks ($7.50).

Netball - St A's netball visor ($10).

Coming home today is a  compulsory St A's  sporting 'Code of Conduct'
that all parents and students of Year 5-7 are to sign.  This note is to
be handed back to your child's class teacher by  this Friday, 7 March.
St Augustine's prides itself on excellent behaviour at all sporting venues.
In doing so, we look forward to a great season ahead.

FOOTBALL DONATION

Many thanks to Mark Egan for the generous donation of rugby league
balls to St A's.  These will be very useful for team training and
general play at lunch times.

SPORTS QUIZ

Which Olympic Games and year, did Kieran Perkins win his first 1500m
Freestyle Gold Medal?   Last week's answer: 1987.

Shaun Dolan (Sport Co-ordinator)

UNIFORM  SHOP (WINTER UNIFORM)
Anyone wishing to purchase school jumpers or vests for this year
must have their orders in by Friday, 14 March. Excess stock of these
will be minima,l so please order soon. Orders for the tracksuits will be
placed regularly throughout the year as demand dictates. The minimum
deposit on jumpers and vests is 20%.  However, tracksuit tops and
pants will be accepted upon full payment.

Vests (all sizes) $30

Jumpers (all sizes) $40

Buttoned Jumper (all sizes) $46

Tracksuit tops (Sz 24,26,28) $48

Tracksuit Tops (Sz 30,32,34) $55

Tracksuit Tops (Sz 36, M, L) $62

Pants (Sz 22,24,26) $23

Pants (Sz 28,30) $29

Pants (Sz 32,34,36,38) $40.50

STIFFNESS IN  GIRLS DRESS COLLARS

Following comments regarding the stiffness of the girls dress, I have
contacted our supplier for help. The material manufacturers say it is
caused by “excess finish in the fabric” and “with perseverance witha
fabric softner this should eliminate the problem.” If anyone has any
other suggestions or remedies, please let me know so I can share
them around.

Denise Neilsen (Uniform Shop Manageress)

WANTED TO BORROW

3 x baby capsules/seats required for three babies, ranging from 6 - 12
months of age.) If you can lend any of these for a two week period in
May, please see Miss Judy McDonald in her classroom (Room 10.)

COT WANTED

HELLO BUSY MUMS AND DADS

Would you like help some time with cooking a meal, washing and
ironing, picking up children from school or baby sitting for a night out!

I am a grandmother with lots of experience, love children and teach
R.E. at State schools. Have good references. Reasonable rates. Blue
Card holder. Parish member. Phone Thea Kingma on 55210735 or 0412
171193.

THE WIZARD OF OZ

Presented by Tweed Theatre Company Inc. Saturday April 12, 19, 16
at 3:00 pm. Sunday April 13, 20, 27 at 3:00 pm. Tickets $15 adults, $5
children. Available at the door. Students from St A's performing. Part
proceeds to "Kids in Need". Tweed Heads Civic & Cultural Centre.

1 x cot in good condition. Phone Norma on 0412 939476.

COMMUNITY NEWS

2008 TERM DATES
Term 1: 30/01 - 04/04 Easter Holidays:  21/03 - 24/03

Term 2: 15/04 - 27/06

Term 3: 15/07 -19/09

Term 4: 6/10 - 5/12



COMING EVENTS

Term 1 Week 6   -    Student of the Week     -   4 March, 2008

Every student is important at St Augustine’s.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to one child from each
class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their award from the Principal at a full school assembly.  Parents are
always welcome at these assemblies which occur each Friday afternoon at 2:15 pm.

Congratulations go to the following students who have excelled at school last week.  We are very proud of you.

PREP AWARDS Isabella Lancaster OC James Guy OT Kai Minisini

YEAR 1  AWARDS 1C Abbey Hamill 1F Cooper Butcher

YEAR 2 AWARDS 2AS Jaimie Ahern 2B Mathew Trewin

YEAR 3 AWARDS 3B Mia Dickinson 3MC Joshua Melfi

YEAR 4/5 AWARDS (Middle) MAS Jayda Gaffey MJO Phoebe Rigby MLH Joel Murphy

MMO Lachlan Irvine MSF Georgia Bryant

YEAR 6/7 AWARDS (Senior) SAD Tayla Gaffey SAK Daniel Pead

SDP Hayden Cecil SCP Chanel Robinson SSD Tom Beggs

Canteen Roster                      55078162            CookingCanteen Roster                      55078162            CookingCanteen Roster                      55078162            CookingCanteen Roster                      55078162            CookingCanteen Roster                      55078162            Cooking
RosterRosterRosterRosterRoster

Wed 5 March J Williams, G Dietrich K Dick

Thurs 6 March C Lanham, D Power, C Johnston C Peacock

Fri 7 March J Condon, F Hore (8:30-11:30), D Condon I long, F Hore

Mon 10 March L Koschel, L Wood K Petch

Tues 11 March J Esmond, B Douglas, S Robinson P Thomas

Wed 12 March J O'Shea, D Zillman, K Forbes (8:30-11:30) F Bucknell

Wed 5/03 Regional Swimming, TSS Pool, 5pm-8pm

Thurs 6/03 Parent/Volunteer Workshop, 2-3pm

Fri 7/03 Catholic Swim. Carnival (Miami Pool), 8:30 am

Fri 7/03 P & F "Cocktails Under the Stars"

Mon 10/03 Winter Sport Round 1, 12:00 - 3:00 pm

Fri 14/03 Year 2/3MT Class photo

Mon 17/03 Winter Sport Round 2

Fri 21/03 Good Friday

Mon 24/03 Easter Monday

Tues 25/03 Students return from Easter break

Fri 28/03 Winter Sport Training, 12:15 pm - 1:15 pm

Mon 31/03 Winter Sport Round 3

1-4/05 Surfling lessons, Years 6 & 7, Alley

Thurs 29/05 ICAS - Science Competition, $6

Thurs 12/06 ICAS - Spelling Competition, $8

Thurs 12/06 ICAS - Writing Competition, $12

10-14/07 Brizstay (World Youth Day)

Tues 29/07 ICAS Mathematics Competition, $6

Tues 12/08 ICAS English Competition, $6

Wed 27/08 ICAS Computer Skills, $6

ST AUGUSTINE’S STRIVES TO BE A  PEANUT FREE ZONE



ENRICHMENT CENTRE NEWS

The Enrichment Centre (EC) is the home of St A's Learning Support
Team.  The Learning Support Team includes (but is not limited to) our
two Support Teachers, Inclusive Education - Sue Murray and Debbie
Hyland. Sue works 4 days each week (Tuesday - Friday) and Debbie
works on Mondays and Tuesdays. School Officers are also members
of the Learning Support Team, working in partnership with the support
teachers and class teachers to support specific students and programs
within the school.

The EC room is used for assessment of small groups and individuals,
teaching intervention groups, meetings, training tutors, storing resources
etc.

All are welcome to visit the EC at any time, but you are encouraged
to make an appointment if you wish to speak with Sue and/or Debbie.
As support team members are often busy in classrooms supporting
teachers and students there will not always be a staff member in the
EC room.

We try and have as many children as possible experience some time
in the EC. It is important that the school community view the EC as an
integral part of the school and talk positively of experiences in the
room. Under no circumstances should your child be punished or be
made to feel less valued because he/she visited the EC.

One of the ways we support students at St Augustine's is by offering
long and short term Enrichment Centre Intervention Programs. If these
programs involve withdrawing your child from class for lessons you
are always notified in writing.

EC VOLUNTEERS

Helpers work in the Enrichment Centre with the Support Teacher(s).
This might involve listening to children read, helping with story writing,
publishing stories on the computer, preparing or making resources etc.
Helpers need to be patient, flexible and resourceful.

Tutors are matched with individual students and work with these
students on specially prepared programs, usually for 2 or 3 regular
sessions per week. These programs are planned in cooperation with
the class teacher and usually involve commercial reading programs
(MULTILIT); remedial reading type activities, mathematics or language
work. Tutors need not be experienced, as they receive training in the
use of programs. They will be asked to keep a record of the work
they do with students. Tutors require instructional skills, patience and
good communication skills.

Support- A- Reader Tutors are trained to help low progress readers.
They read with individual children for 10-15 minutes.

Specialist Tutors are those in our community who can offer specialised
instruction for individuals or small groups in areas such as speech and
language therapy, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, remedial and
extension education. These people are usually retired or part time
teachers, speech and language therapists, physiotherapists,
occupational therapists, educational therapists etc. They are matched
with individual children and work on cooperatively planned programs.

If you would like to volunteer (or know someone in the community
who would be interested) please complete the Volunteer Enrichment
Centre Helpers and Tutors Form available from EC or the school Office.

PARENT/VOLUNTEER WORKSHOPS

The first workshop this year will be held on:

Thursday 6 March

   2pm - 3pm in EC

TOPIC: Using Pause, Prompt, Praise to Help Low Progress Readers.

Recommended for:

" Parents/Volunteers who support the reading of students with
reading difficulties

" Parents/Volunteers who are interested in becoming EC and/or
Support-a-Reader tutors.

If you are planning to come to this workshop please complete the slip
below.

Sue Murray (Support Teacher, Inclusive Education)

 EC VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP  ATTENDANCE  SLIP

I, …………………...........................……..………………….. will be attending the EC Volunteer workshop - 'Using Pause, Prompt, Praise to Help Low
Progress Readers' on Thursday 6th March .  EC 2pm.

Name: __________________________________________________________ Child’s Class: _________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(PLEASE TEAR OFF AND RETURN TO THE OFFICE)



BULLIES  WHO LEAVE NO BRUISES (PART 1)

This is the first part of an edited version of an article written by Helen Signy.  The article appeared in The Age on October 25 last year.

The article acknowledges the dangers of children being exposed to inappropriate material on the internet and our kids being vulnerable to
online predators, but the real dangers of the internet lie in what our children are doing to each other.  The article focuses on a 14 year old
named Chloe, but I have been directly involved in recent cases in our schools that affect much younger children.

I take this opportunity to recommend that every parent reads the latest book by Child and Adolescent Psychologist, Michael Carr-Gregg … Real
Wired Child … published by Penguin Books and available in many book stores for $19.99.

"Imagine Chloe, 14, coming home from school ... Her bedroom door shuts and her parents don't see her until she is called downstairs for her
evening meal. Like hundreds of thousands of parents across Australia, Chloe's parents are blissfully unaware of what is transpiring behind her
door. They may assume that she is deeply absorbed in reading this year's set text for English or labouring over a hot computer in preparation
for tomorrow's French test.

"Wired child Chloe is most likely surfing the net and using social networking sites such as MySpace to stay in touch with a myriad of people
- some friends, some new acquaintances and some strangers. She will be using instant messaging programs to chat with friends and may be
joining some open discussions on blogs or chat rooms to express her opinions.  She might have a window open with some schoolwork on the
go, too."

The cyber revolution has seen an explosion of bullying, with an alarming 25 per cent of school students reporting they've been bullied in some
way online (Carr-Gregg's research, conducted through Girlfriend magazine, put that figure at 42 per cent).

Only about 4 per cent of respondents to surveys on cyberbullying will admit to having bullied themselves. But what's dawning on parents and
educators is that much of the behaviour has become normalised. Our children are bullying because everyone else is doing it, unaware that it's
profoundly damaging to the victim - and it's illegal.

"The anonymity of the internet bestows upon these young people a sense of power and disinhibition that really has created a whole new level
of cyber harassment that we have never before experienced," Carr-Gregg says.

It's easy to be a bully in the new cyber world. Harassment via email, instant messaging or SMS, posting upsetting replies in chatrooms, using
defamatory material in blogs, spreading rumours or sharing private information online and uploading embarrassing photos or video clips onto
websites are all behaviours that constitute bullying. Quite often the bullying is inadvertent. Teenagers might exclude friends from a chatroom,
for example, or forward photos taken of unsuspecting friends on mobile phones. Children who have poor impulse control and don't think through
the consequences of their actions may bully because they can, because it's being done to them or because they think it's a prank.

The thug waiting behind the bike shed has been replaced by the anonymous bully who can reach his or her victim 24 hours a day from just
about any location. The bully needs no time to reflect and plan - cyberbullying is instant and the invisibility it affords reduces the level of
empathy for the victim. For the first time, bullies can be younger and weaker than their victims. Many of them are girls.

I will include excerpts of the second part of this article in next week's newsletter.

Have a great week. Tony (aposhea@bne.catholic.edu.au)

GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR NEWS

RSVP TO ‘COCKTAILS UNDER THE STARS’ WEDNESDAY 5 MARCH.
$15 PER HEAD. MONEY AND NAMES TO THE OFFICE .



Quote of the day!
When you find yourself enchanted by the sparke in your child’s eyes,

you’re seeing a glimmer of God and His love.

Dear Parents and Families of St Augustine's,

On behalf of the P&F we would like to thank the many people who joined us last Tuesday evening at our AGM. Your support and participation
is greatly appreciated.

We would like to announce that we have a new President, Mr Craig Mallory who has two children at the school, Jack in Year 3B and Max in Year
1.  Craig has kindly and enthusiastically taken on the role as President and brings many wonderful skills to the table. Mr Steve Eley has stepped
down to the vice president position due to work commitments and will work well with Craig ensuring a smooth transition and continuation of
the good platform built last year.

On a sad note, our hard working Mrs Jenny Lems-Johnson has stepped down from an executive role to be on the sub-committee. Jen has been
outstanding in her dedication and commitment to the P&F over many years. We are very grateful that she will stay involved on the sub-
committee and know she will be there in full support whenever we need her. Well done Jen!

The new P & F committee for 2008 is : President: Craig Mallory

Vice President: Steve Eley

Treasurer: Fiona Burge

Secretary: Melissa Hoy

Not only did we have a fantastic turn out on Tuesday night we had wonderful show of interest in support from people to be part of our sub
committee. A big thank you and welcome to our new sub committee who have kindly shown support for this important role:

Mrs Fi Taylor, Mrs Fran Janes, Mr Steven Cavanagh, Mrs Helle Bristowe, Mrs Jenny Lems Johnson, Mr Steve Richardson and Mr Scott Burgess.

A big welcome to our new prep parent, Scott Burgess. Not only did he represent the new parents and families for the Prep years on Tuesday
night, he has taken it to the next level to be active in the P&F.  We are very thankful to all for their support and look forward to working with
everyone on the sub-committee in the year ahead.

We were very pleased with the support and healthy contributions to discussions around the planned events calendar this year. The committee
will be sitting again in the next week or so to review these discussions and ideas and start to set in stone some dates. We will then notify all
parents and families in the coming weeks of our calendar, allowing us all to plan ahead of time.

Our proposed Contribution Fund Plan received a major boost with overwhelming support to this idea and the reasons behind it.  It is a very
logical and common sense way to approaching the challenges we all face. It also addresses positively the financial commitments of parents in
supporting the school. It is pleasing when your combined ideas are accepted by the larger community. We thank everyone for their support. We
still have some time to work on the detail and continue discussions with the relevant people to endeavour making this a reality for Term 2. We
will regularly keep everyone informed and continue moving forward.

Don't forget this Friday night’s ‘Cocktails under the Stars’. This is traditionally a great night and is also a fantastic opportunity to make new
friends.  A special extended invite is to the prep parents and new members to the school. Come along and meet some of the great families that
Saint A’s has and to also meet the P & F committee.  $15 per head. Leave name and numbers at the front office by tomorrow, Wed 5 March.

See you all there and thanks again for the support.

from the P & F Committee

P & F NEWS


