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LEADERSHIP NEwWS

Dear Parents and Families of St Augustine’s

Events over the past two weeks remind us of the great community we
have at St Augustine’s. As always, it was great to welcome parents and
family members to our opening and Ash Wednesday liturgies. Last Friday's
swimming carnival was also well supported by many parents and families.
We realise that timing does not make it easy (or possible) for many
people to attend school events — please be assured you are always
welcome and the school appreciates your support.

PARENT INFORMATION EVENINGS

This week our teachers will host parent information nights. These nights
are designed to map our plans and expectations for 2008 and your
attendance is encouraged. Too often in schools incorrect or misleading
information can be discussed in the carpark, at the shops — even at a
Bar-b-que! The best way to find out what is really happening at the
school is to be informed by those really in the know and maintain a
good communication with class teachers.

MEDICAL AND CONTACT DETAILS

At the information nights, parents will be asked to check a print-out of
the school’s medical and contact details for your family. Please ensure
that you take the time to confirm or edit this information and return the
print out to your class teacher after the meeting. We will do our best to
care for your children and contact you — however we must have accurate
and up-to-date information.

An increasing level of government compliance requirements demands
that the school gathers and reports on a range of information from
family residential addresses through parental employment groupings to
birth countries and languages spoken. We apologise for the apparent
intrusion in collecting these details — but our level of government funding
is tied to providing this information.

SWIMMING AGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Back to the swimming carnival — which was so very well organised and
run by Mr Dolan. Thanks Shaun and your team of teacher and parent
helpers—you certainly ensure that our children have optimum opportunities
in sport! Age and school championships will be announced and awarded
at a special assembly next Monday, 18 February at 2:15pm. Also at that
assembly our school captains and colour captains will be presented to the
community.

CAR PARK

Our top car park certainly is a busy place around 3:00pm. Thank you to
the many drivers who show patience and courtesy in the peak hour. A
potential problem exists when cars are parked on either side of the access
road as these can and will block the flow of traffic in and out of the car
park. We know it is crowded, but please be aware of others and avoid
parking here. Please remember that supervision is provided for the children
(we cannot supervise drivers) till 3:30pm...it may be wise to delay your
arrival time to avoid the 3:00pm crush.

BUILDINGS

While we have moved into our new library, the weather is still delaying
final external works, landscaping and drainage. Over the past two years a
significant amount of money (approx $1.5 million) has been borrowed to
provide enhanced teaching spaces, build our prep classroom connections
and library. Repayments of these loans are managed through the Building
Fund Levy — part of everyone’s school fees. As this is a compulsory levy,
it is not regarded as tax deductible, however any voluntary additional
payments attract 100% tax deduction —and are greatly welcomed. If any
family or business is in a position to assist, please contact Greg or Maurice
—we would love to hear from you.

LEADERSHIP TEAM

This Thursday and Friday, the school leadership team will be meeting with
our Area Supervisor and teams from other schools, formalising our school
goals and objectives for 2008. While we are away from the school, Mrs
Lonnie Rutland will manage the school in an acting capacity.

STUDENTSWITH MEDICAL ALERTS/MEDICAL ALERT
MEETING

Returning students with special medical alerts will have received their
annual Medical Alert Information Sheet. Please check the current details
and fill in the details that need adjusting and return to Mrs Marrison
A.S.A.P. Any new students to the school who have medical concerns that
need to be brought to our attention will need to collect a form from the
front office, complete the details and return. A staff meeting is planned
for Wednesday, 20 February at 3:15pm in the new Library. We strongly
encourage you to attend this meeting with your child. All staff will be
present and we feel this can only improve the care of your child at our
school. This has previously proven to be a successful way of keeping all
informed of concerns.

Coolangatta-Tugun Catholic Church Weekend Mass Times

':“‘ StMonica’sCatholicChurch, Golden Four Drive, Tugun: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 7:.00amand9:30am
1 St Augustine’sChurch, McLeanStreet, Coolangatta: ~ Sunday8:15am

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Smith Parish Office: 42 O’Connor Street, Tugun 4224 Phone 55982165



CONGRATULATIONS FR KEVIN

Congratulations to Fr Kevin on celebrating 22 years as a priest. We
are very blessed to have Fr Kevin in our Parish and we pray that God
will continue to keep him safe, well and with us for many more years.
Congratulations Fr Kevin.

SACRAMENTAL NEWS

LEADERS CEREMONY

All students from the Year 6 /7 classes will be meeting at Mary
Immaculate Church in Ashmore and later at Guardian Angels School
for the annual Leadership Day on Wednesday 13 February. All teachers
and students from the eight Gold Coast Catholic Schools meet together
for a prayer liturgy and guest speakers. These days give the students
and teachers a chance to meet friends and set goals for the year.

Voting for school leaders at St A's will follow soon after with discussion
A reminder note went home last week from the Parish Sacramental  of the qualities needed for good leadership.
Team for all our students in Years 3 and 5 who will be making their
Reconciliation this term. If your child intends to join in this Sacrament,
a parent representative will need to be there on this night. (See the

reminder in the ‘General’ section of this newsletter).

For students who have joined us at St. A's this year please ring Fr Greg Benfield, Jane Marrison & Lynne Rohanna (Leadership Team)

Kevin or Bob about receiving the Sacraments in the Parish as you
may find the timing is a little different in Queensland to other states.
You are also welcome to pop in and see Mrs Marrison about this.

ScHooL Fees 2008

1Child 2 Children 3 Children 4 Children 5Children

Fee (per family): 857.00 1438.00 1439.00 1440.00 1441.00
Archdiocesan Education Levy (per family): 330.00 330.00 330.00 330.00 330.00
Building Levy (per family): 510.00 510.00 510.00 510.00 510.00
Resources Levy (per student): 190.00 380.00 570.00 760.00 950.00
Education Levy (per student): 168.00 336.00 504.00 672.00 840.00
Computer Levy (per family): 59.00 59.00 59.00 59.00 59.00
DVD Levy (per family): 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00
CCI 24/7 Accident Insurance (per student): 9.00 18.00 27.00 36.00 45.00
Fees per Term: 535.00 772.00 864.00 956.00 1048.00
Fees per Annum: 2140.00 3088.00 3456.00 3824.00 4192.00
Fee Increase from 2007: 140.00 188.00 208.00 228.00 248.00

Discount: 107.00 154.00 173.00 191.00 210.00

Amount Payable: 2033.00 2934.00 3283.00 3633.00 3982.00

With payment of the full year's fees by 29 February, a 5% discount off the total fee will apply and will then be credited to your family account.
Where the direct debit is arranged by 29 February, a 5% rebate will be credited to family account at the end of the school year. Families
leaving at the end of the school year, will be posted a refund cheque.

If for any reason, you are having trouble paying school fees, please see Mr Sheahan. Please note that late payment of school fees will incur
a $20 late payment fee. This fee, once charged can only be waived by the Principal.

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM - RECONCILIATION (YEARS 3 & 5)

A quick reminder to all parents of children in Year 3 and Year 5 (who are planning to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation
this year).

A Compulsory Parent Information Meeting is being held at
St Monica’s Centre in Tugun Thursday, 14 February from from 7.00pm to 8:30pm.

Parents are reminded that children celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation in two stages; With a group (8yrs to
10yrs) usually Year 3 and Individually (10 yrs old and over) usually Year 5. BOTH are essential in
preparing for the sacrament. For further information contact parish office 5598 2165

A copy of the Year 3 Baptismal Certificate is essential prior to receiving the sacrament, not necessary in Year 5 if your child
celebrated group reconciliation in Year 3 at St Monica’s Church, Tugun.




GeENERAL NEws

SINCERE CONDOLENCES

Please keep the Donald family in your thoughts and prayers on the
sudden passing of Noel Donald. Much loved poppy to Lara (Year 6),
father to Bruce and father-in-law to Marg.

SCHOOL DENTAL VAN FINAL WEEKS

The school dental van will be leaving our school in the next couple of
weeks. If your child has not been seen by the dental staff and you
wish to use this fabulous free service please collect a note from the
front offrice or phone the mobile dental van on 0408 987708.

PREP STUDENTS — DENTAL VAN

The 2008 Prep students will not be seen by the dental staff unless
there is a toothache. If this is the case, please phone 0408 987708 to
make an appointment.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

Orders are now being taken for anyone requiring jumpers, vests and
tracksuits for this year. The minimum deposit on orders for jumpers
and vests is 20%. However, tracksuit tops and pants will be accepted
upon full payment.

Vests (all sizes): $30
Jumpers (all sizes):

Buttoned Jumpers (all sizes): $46
Tracksuit Tops (Sz 24, 26, 28):

Tracksuit Tops (Sz 30, 32, 24) : $55
Tracksuit Tops (Sz 26, M, L): $62
Tracksuit Pants (Sz 22, 24, 26): $23
Tracksuit Pants (Sz 28,30): $29
Tracksuit Pants (Sz 32, 34, 36, 38):  $40.50

For those choosing to play Rugby League this year for Winter Sport,
St A's Rugby sports are available for purchasing/ordering.

Costs is: Rugby shorts  (Sz 26, 28, 30): $13
(5232, 24, 26): $17
Football socks (one size): $7.50
(used for both League and Soccer)
Netball Visors: $10
Denise Neilsen (Uniform Shop Convenor)
HEAD LICE

Those annoying, creepy crawly critters are in some grades within the
school. Parents, could you please check your childrens hair on a daily
basis and treat accordingly. Thank you.

SPEECH & DRAMA NEWS

Classes began last Friday for a few, with students in the younger
grades meeting Candice for the first time. From all accounts she was
a great *hit’and a good time was had by all!' Classes for all remaining
students begin this Friday with a make up lesson scheduled for the
last week of this term. Please ensure all students bring a Speech and
Drama folder with them from this week. This can be any display
folder with plastic inserts with their name on the front. All accounts
for the term have been forwarded home and are now due and payable.

Any problems — don't hesitate to phone. Regards,

Anita Eldridge 0412 178737
2008 TERM DATES
Term 1: 30/01-4/04
Easter Holidays: 21/03 - -24/03 _

Tem2:  15/04-27/06 -
Term 3: 15/07-19/09 ( i\
Term 4: 6/10-5/12

-

T

P & F AGM

Dear Families and Friends,

We would like to invite you to attend our AGM being held on Monday
18th February @ 7:00pm in the classrooms opposite the front office.
Come and join in, you'll enjoy being involved.

Steve Eley (President of P&F Committee)

OHSC NEews

MAD SPORTS

‘Mad Sports’ started last Thursday with Geoff (a sports teacher from
Palm Beach Currumbin High School). The children involved in the
Active After Care program seem to be enjoying these sessions. They
will be on every Thursday this term.

OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS

Please make sure your account is up-to-date. Thank you to the few
parents who paid their holiday accounts. There are still outstanding
accounts that have to be finalised. Please help by paying your
account as soon as possible. If you have an account enquiry between
7:00am —8:30am or 3:30pm —6:00pm on 55078108.

Thank you, God Bless, John Skuja (OSHC Co-ordinator)




ComINGg EveEnTs

Tues 12/02 Parent Information Evening:
Year 6-7 (5:00pm)
Year 4-5 (5:30pm)
Prep-1 (6:30 pm)
Wed 13/02 Leadership Day at Guardian Angels Primary, Ashmore (Year 6 & 7 students), 9:30— 12 noon.
Wed 13/02 Parent Information Evening (Year 2-3) 6pm
Thurs 14/02 Chess lessons commence
Fri 15/02 Weekly Assembly, 8:40 am
Fri 15/02 Winter Sport Trials (Year 5-7 only), 12:15 pm - 1:15 pm
Mon 18/02 One off Monday Assembly 2:15 pm to announce School Captains, House Colour Champions, Age
Champions & School Male & Female Champions
Mon 18/02 P& FAGM, 7:00 pm (Room W)
Fri 22/02 District Swimming (10,11,12 years) at Miami Pool, 8:45a m - 3:00 pm
Fri 29/02 School fees due
Fri 29/02 Winter Sport Training (Years 5,6,7) 12:15pm - 1:15 pm
Mon 3/03 Winter Sport Training (Years 5-7), 12:15pm-1:15 pm
Wed 5/03 Regional Swimming, TSS Pool, 5pm-8pm
Fri 7/03 Catholic Swim. Carnival (Miami Pool), 8:30 am
Fri 7/03 P & F "Cocktails Under the Stars”
Mon 10/03 Winter Sport Round 1, 12:00 - 3:00 pm
Mon 17/03 Winter Sport Round 2
Fri 28/03 Winter Sport Training, 12:15 pm - 1:15 pm
Mon 31/03 Winter Sport Round 3
1-4 May Surfing Lessons, Years 6 & 7, Currumbin Alley, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
10-14/07 Brizstay (World Youth Day)

Canteen Roster 55078162 Cooking Roster

STAUGUSTINE'S STRIVES TO BEA PEANUT FREE ZONE

Wed 13 Feb JO’Shea, D Zillman F Bucknell

Thurs 14 Feb L Hendricks, M Irvine, D Ross (8:30-11:30) £ L Koschel

Fri15Feb P Harding, A Wolff, A Waugh, N Donovan, K Johnstone A Waugh

Mon 18 Feb F Janes, F Boyle (8:30-11:30) K Stapleton
H Swain

Tues 19 Feb K Neumann (11:30-2:30), D Reece (8:30-11:30) ) D Fleming




NEws FRoM ToNy (GuipANCE COUNSELLOR)

COMPLAINTS

Now that we find ourselves in the 3rd week of the school year, the
novelty of the new beginning has probably worn thin and children will
sometimes come home complaining.

Dealing with such complaints requires parents to walk a fine line. On
one hand, the complaints cannot be ignored as the child may be
facing a serious problem, such as bullying. On the other hand, parents
can easily fall into the trap of being manipulated and constantly
rescuing their children from the minor problems that beset all of us.

If your child comes home complaining about something at school,
your response is critical to helping or worsening the situation. When
parents respond calmly, then the anxiety is generally reduced for the
child. Itis important to acknowledge how the child is feeling eg ‘That
must be hard for you; you must be feeling pretty lonely (unhappy, left
out etc) at school.” Then adopt a solution-focussed orientation eg
‘What do you want to do about this? Let's work on some ways to fix
this up”. Itis also important to acknowledge any efforts by your child
to think through issues and explore constructive solutions eg ‘You
have come up with some great ideas, let's try them and see how you
go’ or ‘you had a difficult problem to deal with, but you were able to
manage it well ... You were feeling pretty down, but you've been able
to bounce back ... good on you'.

Try to make sure your child takes responsibility for the problem, even
if your involvement becomes part of the solution. For example, in
the case of a bullying allegation, work calmly and constructively with
your child to clearly identify what is happening. Then explore possible
solutions and consider the consequences of each, before agreeing to
try the ‘best’ option. This might mean you making an appointment
(preferably with your child) to discuss the concerns with the teacher,
principal etc. However, once again, try to let the child feel that he/she
is in charge and is proposing this course of action. This enables the
child to learn how to manage future problems more effectively and to
feel some control over his/her life.

The way we, as parents, model in dealing with our own problems has
a powerful effect on our children’s behaviour. If we rant and rave, or
adopt a ‘woe is me’ approach, then we can be assured that our kids
will copy us. A problem is merely ‘the absence of ideas’. Our children
can develop resilience when they are able to successfully think through
and identify issues, consider appropriate options and plan and execute
solutions. While it is tempting to take over our kids’ problems with
offers to fix everything up for them, such an approach denies them an
important life skill.

Have a great week, Tony (aposhea@bne.catholic.edu.au)

KIDS HELPLINE

Early in the year, I like to remind parents of some agencies which can
be a great support to parents and their children.

1 KIDS HELPLINE ... free call number 1800 55 1800 ... all parents
should make sure that their children are aware of this service
and the phone number. It just may save a desperate child’s
life.

2. Parents, too, have access to PARENTLINE from 8am to 10pm
seven days a week for the cost of a local call ... phone 1300
301300

3. Lifeline Gold Coast provides a Specialist Child and Youth Sexual
Abuse Counselling Service:

Counselling for parents and caregivers (and other family
members) of children who have been sexually abused.

Family therapy.

Integrated counselling, support and advocacy for family
members as they require access to medical, legal and health
systems.

General advice and information about sexual abuse to other
agencies, services and interested members of the community.

Kids in crisis groups.

Lifeline counsellors have professional backgrounds in psychology and
social work. They also have specialised expertise in counselling children
and young people and in child sexual abuse.

How to contact:

Lifeline Gold Coast Counselling and Education Centre
2741 Gold Coast Highway
Broadbeach Q 4218
Phone: 07 5539 9922
Email: admin@lifelinegoldcoast.org

4. Sexual Assault Support Service 5591 1164 or after hours 1800
010120.

5 Domestic Violence Service Gold Coast:

Support and assistance is available to women who are or have
experienced domestic violence.

How to contact:

Domestic Violence Service
Gold Coast
PO Box 409
Southport Q 4215
Phone (crisis): 07 5532 9000 (24 hours): 1800811 811
Email: info@domesticviolence.com.au




SPORTSCENE

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Another great day was had by all last Friday at PBC pool. Congratulations to all the students who attended, cheered and swam for their
respective house teams. It was pleasing to see many students having a go in races irrespective of their swimming ability.

The day would not have been possible without the assistance of many people. Many thanks to our dedicated teachers undertaking many roles
and doing a great job. In particular, I would like to thank Rob White (groundsman) Mr Sanders, Mrs Beitey, Mrs Hall and Mrs Murray (computer
and recording area), Mrs Rutland (starter), Mr Benfield and Mr Pizzol (marshalling), and remaining staff who were either judges or timekeepers
and supported the day by doing a brilliant job under hot conditions! Special thanks to Jenny Lems-Johnson and Year 7 parents for organising
the barbeque and goodies on sale during the day. This was much appreciated by all! Our school is very lucky to have such fantastic people
giving of their time and involved with these events.

Another valuable addition to our school is the new navy and white St Augustine’s Tent, which was used last Friday at the carnival for the first
time. Fe Taylor, Alison Danziger and many mums, raised nearly $2000 through their weekly exercise classes last year and donated this money
for the tent. St A's is very grateful for this generous donation and the tent will no doubt be used for many school functions.

Next Monday, 18 February, we will be announcing the House Colour champions for 2008 along with the age champions and the school male and
female champion. This will follow the announcement of House Captains at a special ceremony.

Once again, congratulations to all on another great first up carnival for 2008, at St Augustine’s.

DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Students aged 10-13 years and have gained selection to represent St A's at District, will have their names placed on the front school

noticeboard this Friday afternoon. These students will compete at the Somerset College Pool on Friday 22 February. A note will go home with
these students next Monday. More details in next week’s newsletter.

Shaun Dolan (Sports Co-ordinator)



ComMmunNITY NEws

THE MONACO PULSE JUNIOR DANCE DISCO DATES

Alcohol and Drug free event for youth. Cost $8. No passes out. Time: 7:00 pm —9:30 pm. Police Supervision. Held at Gold Coast PCYC, 180
Monaco Street, Broadbeach Waters 55385201 www.goldcoastpcyc.com Junior Disco (ages 8-12 years) dates for 2008: 14 March, 11 April, 9
May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 August, 12 Sept, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec.

SOUTH COASTNETBALL SGN-ON

Saturday 16 February at netball courts, Palm Beach 10:00am — 11:30am. Players from 5 years welcome. Ladies Tuesday and mixed Wednesday.
Sign-on 12 February and 19 February at Tallebudgera Leisure centre 6:00pm — 7:00pm. Phone 55342834 or mobile 0434 884064.
Brooks on 0418 725 293 or email pbcmagpies@hotmail.com

SOFTBALL SIGN-ON DAY

Pizzey Park, Sonia St (off Pacific Ave), Miami. 1 March open between 9am-11am or 2 March open between 10:00 am — 12 noon. T-Ball (mixed),
14/U (mixed), Women Seniors (15 yrs +). Enquiries phone Linda 0407 193 752 or email: lindamayl@hotmail.com www.goldcoast.softball.org.au

FOR
SALE

ITEMS FOR SALE

LG Slicer Casement Air Conditioner, brand new, still in box, Available window size, height 535mm 1030 mm, Width min 395 mm, $420 ono.
Phone 0450038642.

Garden Shed (near new). 3m x 4m $330 ono. Phone 0450038642
Trampoline, large $60 ono. 0450 038642.
Single bed mattress, near new. $60 ono.

Small design timber frame lounge suite, suitable for unit, flat or rumpus. 2 x 1 seaters and 1 x 2 seaters. Curved timber arms, cream and
marone floral upholstery. $200 ono Phone 0408 277536 or 55983515.

Soccer Boots, SFIDA near new. Navy & Silver. Size US6, $15. Phone Kim Stolz 55988201.

7 hought of the Day!

To bring out the best in those around you,
give them encouragement
and show them loving appreciation.




