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Dear Parents and Families of St Augustine’s

WELCOME

Welcome to the 2008 school year! We have an exciting year in prospect
— highlighted by the implementation of our progressive curriculum model
in new and refurbished classrooms. Our class sizes have been reduced -
average class size is now under 25 students, our school student population
slightly increased (497 students) and our teachers and staff are motivated
and prepared for the challenges of 2008 — our year of new beginnings!

ASHWEDNESDAY/EASTER& TERM HOLIDAYS

Term One this year is set out a little different to previous years. Easter
is very early this year — tomorrow is Ash Wednesday and as a result
only Good Friday and Easter Monday will be school holidays, the mid
semester break will fall two week’s later — Friday April 4 is the end of
Term One.

INTERSCHOOLSPORTSDAYS

Another difference this year relates to our interschool sports days. In
order to relieve bus and ground availability, our sports district — Gold
Coast South will hold its fixtures on Mondays this year, not Fridays as has
usually been the case. This results in a change to our school assembly
times: our student of the week and awards assemblies will be held on
Friday afternoons this year at 2:20pm.

SOME VERY IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOURCALENDARS

Fri 8/02 St A's Swimming Carnival - at PBC pool (weather permitting)
Tues 12/02  Parent Information Evening:
Senior (Yr 6-7) commencing 5:00 pm
Middle (Yr 4-5) commencing 5:30 pm
Infants (Prep-Yr 1) commencing 6:30 pm
Wed 13/02  Parent Information Evening
Junior (Yr 2-3) commencing 6:00 pm
Mon18/02 P & F AGM, — commencing 7:00 pm
Fri 7/03 ‘Cocktails Under the Stars’ - (social evening for parents)

BUILDINGS UPDATE

Thanks to all for the settled and calm start to the new year. Our building
projects are just about completed, the wet weather slowed building progress
in January but thankfully our new classrooms were ready on day one. We
hope to commence moving into our new library later this week, then the
old library can be refurbished, leaving some external works and landscaping
to be completed prior in the next few weeks. Thanks to our builder, Bevan
Steffensen and architect Lawrie Bertoldi and their teams who have worked
hard to ensure that the school year could start with minimum disruption.

It was not just the new buildings that attracted attention over the holidays.
Wind and rain caused some damage to the office, CP room and uniform
shop. Jason Smith dad to Gemma (Yr 3) and Damien (Prep) came to our
rescue just after Christmas replacing roofing vents on the office — Thanks
Jason.

CHAPEL MASSESRECOMMENCE

Our weekly community Masses will recommence in the Chapel this
Thursday. Again, everyone is welcome to join in this Mass which is very
special in the bush setting. The Mass starts at 9am and is usually finished
by 9:40am. This week Mrs King's class will assist Fr Kevin with readings
and song.

ASH WEDNESDAY & LENTEN PREPARATION

Lent begins early this year with Ash Wednesday being tomorrow. It
commences with an Ash Wednesday Liturgy being held in the lunch area
with Fr Kevin presiding. All are welcome to join us. Children from all
classes have had quiet time to reflect, write or draw a Lenten Promise. All
these will be offered up at the ceremony tomorrow. We encourage you to
speak about this ancient tradition with your family. Lent is a forty day
period of repentance, reflection and prayer, a time to think about our lives
and how we are modelling them on the teachings of Jesus. Sometimes we
find that Lent has gone by and we really haven't prepared spiritually for
Easter at all. This year again there is an opportunity to join in a reflection/
discussion group gathering weekly in the parish. If you would like to join
please ring Denise at the parish office and she will notify you of meeting
times.

Don't forget the pancakes for tonight, today is Shrove Tuesday or Fat
Tuesday as it was once known. Everything in the house that was considered
‘indulgent’ was eaten up on this Tuesday so that there would be no
‘temptation’ during the 40 days of Lent.

Thank you to all those who joined us for our Beginning School Liturgy last
Friday, your support is invaluable and much appreciated.

| Coolangatta-Tugun Catholic Church Weekend Mass Times
— e StMoniasCatholicChurch, Golden Four Drive, Tugun: Saturdayé00pm, Sunday 7:00amand930am
%‘h StAuqustine’sChurch, McLean Street, Coolangatta: — Sunday815am

Patish Piest: Fr Kevin Smith Parish Office: 42 O'Connor Street, Tugun 4224 Phone 55982165



STUDENT MEDICAL ALERTS

Returning students with special medical alerts will receive their annual
Medical Alert Information Sheet this week. Please check the current
details and fill in the details that need adjusting and return to Mrs
Marrison A.S.A.P. Any new students to the school who have medical
concerns which need to be brought to our attention will need to collect
a form from the front office, complete the details and return. A staff
meeting will be planned at a date to be announced. We strongly
encourage you to attend this meeting with your child. All staff will be
present and we feel this can only improve the care of your child at
our school. This has previously proven to be a successful way of
keeping all informed of concerns.

BRIZSTAY

If you are interested in assisting with the accommodation of students
from overseas on 10-14 July, for World Youth Day activities please
ask Clare in the office for an information flyer.

Greg Benfield, Jane Marrison & Lynne Rohanna (Leadership Team)

SCHOOL BANKING

School banking will take place each Wednesday morning from 13
February. Students wishing to open up a new account can collect a
Youthsaver kit from the front office. The school will receive $5 for
every Youthsaver account opened through the school and/or 5%
commission on each deposit processed electronically at school. Students
are required to drop their bank book off for processing at the front
desk each Wednesday morning before the commencement of class
(8:40am).

Lisa Koschel and Jenny Parkinson, our fabulous volunteer mums have
once again offered to electronically process the weekly student banking.
Thank you ladies.

BOOK CLUB NEWS

Welcome back everyone and welcome to the first Book Club this
year. For those of you who are new to Book Club its easy. Please
read through catalogues carefully and follow the directions on the
back of the order form. Once you've made your selection place in an
envelope together with order, payment eg. cash, cheque (payable to
Scholastic) or credit card (with receipt no.) together with child’s name
and class & place into the red bucket located in Room W by the door.
Orders are due this Friday 8 February. Late orders will not be accepted.
Thanking you. Chris Beitey (Book Club organiser).

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT LOCAL STATE SCHOOLS

Are there any parents or grandparents in or at St A's Parish school
who may feel able to help with Religious Education classes at
Currumbin, Currumbin Valley or Coolangatta State Schools. Lessons
are 30 mins per week and all lesson materials are provided. Please
phone Bernadette on 55986284.

DENTAL VAN FINAL WEEKS

The dental staff are currently seeing students with dental treatment
not completed prior to the Xmas break. If your child is newly enrolled
and you would like them to have a dental check please contact the
dental van on 0408 987708.

Dental forms were issued to the middle and senior grades last
Wednesday. The dental staff would appreciate the prompt return of
these forms as the dental van will be preparing to leave St A's within
the next few weeks. Thanks. (Cathy, Bernie and Sandra)

SPEECH & DRAMA NEWS

Welcome back one and all. 1 hope you had a great Christmas and
have settled well into the new school year. Classes begin again this
week on Friday for all grades. | am aware that the swimming carnival
is scheduled for this day, and should it proceed (with doubts regarding
the weather), those students attending will have another lesson on a
Monday towards the end of term to ‘make up’! Imagine thinking
about ‘make up’ lessons before we even start - but such is the hectic
schedule of school life today!

A full notice regarding the year and your account will be sent home
with students this week. Keep an eye out in school bags for these!
The notes will also introduce our two new teachers, Mrs. Tammie Pile
and Miss Candice Dixon.

Senior classes are very full, however some limited vacancies exist for
the Junior grades. If you are interested, please contact me by phone.

We are all looking forward to another great year of personal
achievement and new found confidence!

Regards, Anita Eldridge 0412 178737
GUITAR

Guitar lessons with Mr Pizzol will not commence until some time next
term. Look out for a note in next term’s newsletter. No expressions of
interest until the note in newsletter is published please.

2007 QASST-TOWELS

We have a couple of spare class t-towels left over. If you are interested
please see Clare in the office. Sample is on display in the front office.
Cost is $13.20 each.

CHESS

Chess lessons will begin next Thursday 14 February in the staffroom.
Chess notes must be returned to the front office by tomorrow,
Wednesday 6 February, if you wish to play. There are still openings
for any girls who wish to commence lessons. Lessons will be held in
the staffroom as per last year's arrangements. If paying your school
fees by direct debit, please see Mr Sheahan to arrange for the chess
payment to come out of your direct debit payments. Chess is $7 per
lesson or $119 per semester. (Karen Dick, Chess Organiser)




ALOVELY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FROM PIZZA HUT,
KIRRA RE: OUR FABULOUS YEAR 2 & 3 STUDENTSWHO
VISITED ON THURS 6/12/07

“We just wanted to compliment you and the Year 2 and 3 students
who visited the restaurant today. They were the most courteous,
well mannered and well behaved children we have had the pleasure
to serve in a long time.

You should be proud as they represented the school very well and our
staff commented on their manners and the professional way the
teachers led them.

It would be a pleasure to accommodate your school in our restaurant
any time in the future. Thanks on behalf of our store,

Karen Neill (Pizza Hut Kirra)

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
RECONCILIATION

A quick reminder to all parents of children in Year 3 and Year 5 (who
are planning to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation this year).
A Compulsory Parent Information Meeting is being held at St. Monica's
Centre in Tugun Thursday, 14 February from 7:00pm to 8:30pm.

Parents are reminded that children celebrate the sacrament of
Reconciliation in two stages; With a group (8yrs to 10yrs). Individually
(10 yrs old and over,) Baptismal Certificates are needed for new
students or for those receiving for the first time with a group.

BOTH are essential in preparing for the sacrament. For further
information contact parish office 5598 2165

SPORTSCENE

Welcome to all new and existing families to another fantastic year of
sport at St A's in 2008! | hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable
break and is looking forward to another great year.

ST AS2008 SVIMMING CARNIVAL

This will be held at PBC Pool this Friday 8 February for students aged
8 - 13 years (students in Year 2, turning 8 in 2008, have the option of
attending). The carnival will start at 8:40am and finish at 2:45pm.
All students in the relevant age groups are expected to attend, with
class roles taken on the day.

For the carnival to run smoothly, we ask that all students be at the
pool no later than 8:30am, and be picked up at the above designated
time. Students are to wear their sports uniform, House Colour hat
(available this week only from the front office $7 each) bring along
sunscreen, towel, rash-shirt (optional, but recommended) and swimmers
(one piece for girls and no boardshorts for boys), as well as, 2 x
drinkbottles. House Colour swimming caps will be distributed on the
day and must be worn during races.

A barbeque lunch will also be operational on the day for students &
parents to purchase a sausage in bread, cakes and other goodies.
Parents and spectators entry fee will be $3.70 and $2.60 for children
(non-students).

Each House Colour held a meeting yesterday to organise nominations
for each of the days events. Freestyle (either 25m or 50m) will be
the only compulsory stroke for the students. All details were discussed

with the students by our Year 7 leaders in their respective House
Colour meetings yesterday. Once again students were placed in either
Torpedo (old A division) or Electric Eel races.

In the event of heavy rain on Friday and cancellation, the carnival
will be moved to next Tuesday 12 February. A decision will be made
on Thursday afternoon prior to students going home from school.

Mr Shaun Dolan (Sports Co-ordinator)

Dear Parents and Families of St Augustine’s,

On behalf of the P&F we would like to welcome you all back for
2008, especially to our new families who have joined the St Augustine’s
community.

2008 is going to be an exciting year for the P&F, and we would ask for
you to join us at our AGM being held on Monday 18 February at
7:00pm in the classroom opposite the office. We rely greatly on your
participation and support of the P&F, so come along and be involved,
you'll enjoy it!

Our first social evening will be our “Cocktails Under the Stars”
celebration being held on Friday 7 March. This is a great night, which
gives people the chance to mingle, enjoy gorgeous cocktails and
delicious food. More details will follow shortly.

Thank you for your support. Steve Eley, Fiona Burge, Jenny Lems-
Johnson and Melissa Hoy on behalf of the P & F).

OHSC News (Direct PHONE: 55078108)

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Welcome back to 2008. In Term One we will be running “Mad Sports”
as part of our ‘Active After School’ program. The facilitator for the
program will be Geoff Gray. The aim of the program is to involve
children in a fun way with unconventional sports and games. This will
be on Thursday afternoon. It is part of the OSHC program at no extra
cost to parents. Please book early if you would like to come on
Thursday.

FEES

Part of the requirements of sending children to OSHC is to keep your
account up to date. | have been informed our account is now in the
red. This is due largely to parents and children that have availed
themselves of Vacation Care and have not made any payments. It
would be appreciated if you could make your payment ASAP. There
are also accounts outstanding from 2007. We would like to get our
accounts buoyant again so we can keep our programs interesting and
valuable to the children attending.

BOOKINGS FOR 2008

Please re-confirm your bookings for 2008. If you have children joining
their brothers or sisters please make sure you register them at our
service and with Centrelink.

PROVIDER NUMBERS

After School Care: 406 942 724K
Before School Care 406 942 678S
Vacation Care 406 942 732K
John Skuja (OSHC Co-ordinator)




Coming EVENTS

Fri 8/02 Swimming Camnival, Palm Beach Olympic Pool, ~ Mon 3/03 Winter Sport Training (Years 5-7),
8:40am-2:45 pm -12:15pm-1:15pm

Tues 12/02 Parent Information Evening (6-7) 5pm Wed 5/03 Regional Swimming, TSS Pool, 5pm-8pm
Year 4-5 (5:30pm) Fri 7/03 Catholic Swim. Cnvl (Miami Pool), 8:30 am
Prep-1 (6:30 pm) Fri 7/03 P & F "Cocktails Under the Stars"

Wed 13/02 Parent Information Evening (Year 2-3) 6pm Mon 10/03 Winter Sport Round 1, 12:00 - 3:00 pm

Thurs 14/02 Chess lessons commence Mon 17/03 Winter Sport Round 2

Fri 15/02 Winter Sport Trials (Year 5-7 only), Fri 28/03 Winter Sport Training, 12:15 pm - 1:15 pm
12:15pm-1:15pm Mon 31/03 Winter Sport Round 3

Mon 18/02 P& FAGM, 7:00 pm (Room W) 1-4 May Surfing Lessons, Yearss 6&7, Currumbin Alley,

Fri 22/02 District Swimming (10,11,12 years) at Miami 9:30am - 12:30 pm
Pool, 8:45am - 3:00 pm 10-14/07 Brizstay (World Youth Day)

Fri 29/02 Winter Sport Training (Years 5,6,7)
-12:15pm-1:15pm

Canteen Boster 55075162 Cooking

STAUGUSTINE’S STRIVES TO BE A PEANUT FREE ZONE

Wed 6/02 J Williams, G Dietrich, J Taylor ‘;L o K Dick
Thurs 7/02 C Lanham, D Power, C Johnston ' g-f_ Vcﬁ C Peacock
Fri 8/02 J Condon, K Pinchin, F Hore 8:30 am — 11:30 am N ) "V“:'F“:\—//@]\f I Long
Mon 11/02 L Koschel, J Beggs Q\Bﬁg ‘ ) K Petch
Tues 12/02 JEsmond, B Douglas, S Robinson ) | &L_ J ~Eﬂ 7 P Thomas

Canteen price list will be published this week ... look out for it!

STA'S CANTEEN HELPERS / BAKERS 2008

If you can help out in the canteen this year, by either working or baking please fill in the slip and return to the canteen or office.
Remember, your children love seeing you.

Name: Contact Phone No.:

I would like to work in the canteen / do baking (please cross out) on the following day:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

You can also do ¥z days if you wish. Just write underneath the day. [Half day is 8.45 - 11.30 am, Full Day is 11.30 - 2.30 pm]

I would like to be on with:

Many thanks. Nicole Lee and Robyn Curran (Canteen Staff) Direct Telephone No: 55078162
(Please cut off and return to either office or canteen)

STOP PRESS LOCAL SPORTSIGN-ON DATESWILL APPEARNEXT WEEK (SPACE PERMITTING!)



News FRoM ToNy (GuIDANCE COUNSELLOR)

GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR ROLE

As we begin a new school year, | thought I would let parents know about my role in the schools. I generally work Mondays, Tuesdays and
Fridays at St Vincent's and Wednesdays and Thursdays at St Augustine’s. To compensate for public holidays and the various professional
development activities | am involved with, it is often necessary to ‘make up time’ at either school ... so there will be occasional changes. The
most effective way to contact me is via email. As my days are timetabled, it is difficult to catch me without prior notice. For those without
email, | suggest you contact the school office, leaving a contact phone number.

The purpose of the Guidance Counsellor role is to work collaboratively with members of the school community to promote and foster the social
and emotional health of all the students. | work closely with the school leadership and staff and am available to assist parents, particularly
in some of the following areas:

Social or emotional issues;

Behaviour management (school and home);
Bullying concerns;

Anxiety;

Self-esteem;

Friendship stresses;

How to manage difficult situations.

I firmly believe that our children need to develop resilience to cope as well as they can with the demands of school and their lives generally.
With this in mind, I regularly consult with teachers, other professionals and parents and am involved in the Student Support Team Meeting
process. | work with whole classes on social skills development (specially designed games to develop social competencies) and am regularly
involved in conducting formal and informal assessments.

Parents who have concerns about their child’s social and/or emotional development can make contact with me through the class teacher, via
email on aposhea@bne.catholic.edu.au, or by contacting the office. Referral forms are also available at the office.

Some General Tips:
Address concerns earlier rather than later.
Try to validate your child’s feelings, but adopt a problem-solving orientation.
Be patient and tolerant of school staff, they are professionals and have our kids best interests at heart, but they too are human!
Focus on the positive and model resilience yourself ... today’s children tend to get too many negative impressions of the world.

Avoid criticising the school or staff, particularly in front of your child ... there is no more effective way to create negativity for him/her
about learning and education. Instead, if you perceive a problem, approach the appropriate staff member in a calm and constructive manner
with the aim of clarifying the situation and seeking a solution.

As we embark on another exciting year of learning, growth and development for our children, let's not forget that there is no such thing as the
perfect parent, nor the perfect child or teacher. We can all make a huge difference if we practise a little tolerance and patience and support
one another (even when mistakes are made!).

Enjoy the 2008 school year, don't take it all too seriously and don't be afraid to seek help when you need it.

GRIFFITH UNI ANXIETY PROGRAM

I have just received some information from Griffith University about programs for children with anxiety. The University offers an assessment
and treatment program beginning in February. Interested parents are invited to contact me either by email or through the school office so that
| can pass on more detailed information.

Have a great week, Tony (aposhea@bne.catholic.edu.au)



